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As regards the different cases which may present themselves, the follow-
ing points should be borne in mind :
 1.	Stripping test for acid colours.    Some direct or " salt " dyestuffs
are partly decolorised by dilute ammonia and hence might be regarded
as acid colouring matters.   To avoid this error it is useful to add, when
this test is made, a piece of mercerised white cotton.    With an acid dye,
the cotton remains white, or is scarcely coloured, and then becomes white
again when boiled a second time with dilute ammonia.
 2.	Transference of basic colouring matters to wool.   The tannin is
first eliminated by boiling the sample for half a minute with the saline
caustic soda.   It is then well washed with cold water (or, if the base is
soluble, with salt water) to remove all the alkali and is afterwards boiled
with a piece of white wool—usually about one-half, or less than one-half,
as much as the cotton—in a little water for 1-2 minutes.   As a rule the
base of the colouring matter is removed almost completely from the cotton
and gives a full colour to the wool.    If the colour does not  develop well
on the wool, 1-2 drops of dilute formic acid (i%) are added.    In certain
exceptional cases, after the treatment with the saline caustic soda, it may
be necessary to extract the colouring matter with hydrochloric acid (i: 20),
the liquid being carefully neutralised with ammonia before adding the wool.
 3.	Transference of acid dyes to wool.   The fabric is boiled in presence
of a small quantity of wool with i% formic acid.
 4.	Tannin test for basic dyestuffs.   The extract obtained with formic
acid is shaken with a few drops of tannin solution, and if no precipitate
forms immediately, the liquid is left at rest for a few minutes.    Certain
colouring matters, such as the rhodamines, the gallocyanins and the chrome
colours of the rosaniline series (containing carboxyls  or hydroxyls besides
the basic groups) precipitate slowly and the precipitate, being highly sub-
divided, is sometimes difficult to see.
 5.	Test for salt colouring matters.   A piece of the fabric is boiled in
the soap or sodium carbonate solution in presence of white mercerised
cotton to see if the cotton remains coloured.
 6.	Test for sulphide dyestuffs.   The sample is covered in a test-tube
or conical flask with the acid stannous chloride solution, the mouth of the
vessel being closed with a piece of filter-paper steeped in lead acetate solution
and. the liquid heated slowly to boiling.   The appearance of a blackish-
brown stain on the filter-paper indicates a sulphur dyestufL   The boiling
should not be too protracted, since otherwise the hydrochloric acid vapours
may cause the brown lead sulphide to disappear.
To avoid errors due to the presence of extraneous sulphur compounds
in the cotton, the latter may be boiled for half a minute—before testing*—
with. 10%, caustic soda solution and then boiled well with water. It must,
however, be borne in mind that the reaction of the sulphide dyesttiflEs is
thus rendered less distinct. Use should not be made in this test—unless
after thorough washing—of test-tubes or flasks previously used for the
hydrosulphite reduction, since the latter results in the deposition on tjie
glass of an imperceptible layer of sulphur, which may lead to evolution of
hydrogen sulphide in presence of the boiling solution of the tin salt.

